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FROM A 
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FREN CHMAN': in : LONDON, &c. 


„ * E T TER 
2 30 L. walk be obey'd my inks counts 
Xx whatever be the difficulty of the 


. undertaking — an attempt to deli- 

neate the preſent ſtate of our nego: 
ciation and the parties and politics of this coun- 
try, is ſurely hazardous — but for your infor- 
mation and the entertainment of our friends in 
the Orleanois, I will venture: the ladies ſhall 
find ſome account of the ruling modes and di- 
verſions of this metropolis ; that may relieve 
their attention after the very ſerious part: and 
3 n Mademoi- 
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neſs cannot be daunted, 
me 1 'rannot 


13 % Tale at 7 
Mademoiſelle de Gournay ſhall hear fomerhing 
of thoſe fine arts, of which ſhe is fo warm a 
friend fu ſo ** an advocate. : 


The — of peace is now indeed at "oy 
my dear count, but what a peace muſt it be to 
France ! the Engliſh know our weakneſs and 
their own ſtrength, and rigorouſly inſiſt on terms 
to which, neither our pride nor intereſt can ſub- 


mit-— their Monſieur P orateur Pitt. talks in the 


high ſtrain of a victor, of honour and glory, and 


the intereſt of his country — Imagine the digni- 
ty and exultation of Cicero after the defeat of 


Catiline's deſigns ; imagine the noble pride of 
Scipio after the battle of Zama, when the great 


| Hannibal fled before him, and then you may 


have ſome idea of this haughty Engliſhman. — 
In his very eyes you may diſcern the genuine 


ſpirit of his country ; that ſpirit of energy which 
cannot be reſiſted — that ſpirit which baffles 
all our Buſſy's deſigns, and annihilates all our 


artifices.---He is indeed almoſt the only one 
we dread : almoſt the only one whoſe firm- 
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| 5 oſe penetration 


6 E 2 
cannot be eluded, whoſe integrity cannot 
be corrupted: --- Inſtruft us, O! Le Seignelay, 
how to proceed; how ſhall we act againſt 
this deſtroyer of our country | 3 


vou know the point 80 the negociation 
now reſts, from Potier, whom I ſent expreſs to 
Paris, on Lally's bufineſs. --- You know our pre- 
tenſions to New-foundland, and you know its 
conſequence. --- You very well know the weak- 
neſs of our claim, the ſophiſms on which it is 
built by a ſtrain'd and ances conſtruction of 
the treaty of Utrec ht --- how then can we hope 


to ſucceed, une our negociations are with the 


ignorant, the corrupt or the negligent · --- We 


have indeed met with many of theſe, but Pitt i 1$ 


not one of them. 
15 B- 


i 


: A de Buffy has uſed all that fineſſe, 
and all that delicate ſcience of ſtate-intrigue of 


which he is ſo complete a maſter he has re- 


quired only a corner of the iſland, with a right 
to fiſh within certain limits and under certain re- 


wr, 


0 ) 


ſtrictions, — he has conſented to limitations, 


which, in, appearance, would reduce our intereſt 
to nothing, but with proper management would 


cotally diſappear. — Geography is... uncertain, 
limits may be miſtaken, and our intereſt requires 


ſome incroachments towards the ſtone walls of 


Placentia. - — 00 de Seignelay, ſhould we be too 
ſcrupulous i in ſuch a caſe, where France is ſo eſſe n- 
tially « concerned ? 
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Top know how.. our r.F rench alors Jing 3 as 
they are half ſtarved they belt. anſwer the pur. 


poſe « of ceconomy x, with that economy ſhould 


we not ſoon underſell the Engliſh, and render 
our poor privilege ſyperior to their ſovereign ang 


} territorial Juriſdieion * ? 1 am fond of the idea and 
with Pitt was maſter of a more compliant diſpo- 


fition --- We doubt not however to gain this 


| point, even againſt his wil, by our influence 
with athers. 
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a Tuzpe \ were : days. my « dear count, when the 
4 good people of England were more pacific,+-You 
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know the character of Sir Robert Walpole, who 


long ruled this nation with.the golden ſceptre of 
corruption; he diffuſed among them an inglori- 
ous cowardice, a contemptible ambition of places 

and ill-deſerved penſions, and a comprehenſive 

knowledge of the ſcience of borough· hunting 
This was a man whoſe abilities were not extraor- 
dinary, whoſe views were limited, whoſe ear 
was deaf to the calls of public virtue, and-whoſe 
art of government was the art of corruption 
he roſe above his ſuperiors by the ill - regulated 
affection of his ſovereign : that perſonal predilec- 
tion was his great ſupport; thoſe qualities which 
rendered his private life not deſpicable, were of 
little conſequence when ſtrength and ſpirit were 
to be exerted, public meaſures to be promoted 
and the complicated machine of government to 
be regulated - this was a man for us, my dear 


count, Oh Way we not- Toon os. nt to ys fuch 
War 5 * 1 ee ef 
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of a W magnitude, which by a geome- 
| trical 


— 2 
trical choice of the center, will librate by the 
touch of an infants finger. ---Why then may not 
this role fall by the undermining cunning of 
ſome? ſtate pioneer, or be ſhaken by the weak 
hand of à woman? Buſſy is a good geometri. 
cian in politics: he will place him if poſſible in fo 
unſettled a poſition as to be eaſily moved - By 
ſome account of che ſtate of parties here, you 
will 2 n es nature of 1950 al- 
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Lou have hae how Mr. Pitt ed the 
management of affairs; at a tima when ſuch a a 
man was eſſentially nereſſary to the preſervation 
of the ſtate: you remember our ſucceſſes in 
176b, and che deſpondency of the Engliſh; 
the weakneſs of their miniſtry, the loſs Of Mino- 
ca, their r miſerable ſituation i in the woods of Ame- 
rica, and the misfortunes of Byng 2 this was 
a time, when by a ſupport of F--x in the mi- 

viſtry, we might eaſily have continued the ra- 
dity of our conqueſts, extended our: com- 


| -merce, and ruined ne and credit of our 
enemies 


"I, ; 


enemies : all this we might have done, had not 


one man exerted his talents in defence of his 


country, and by ſucceſsfully oppoſing the ad- 
miniſtration of Mr. F. --X, deſtroyed: all our mea- 
ſures --- his influence was extenſive in the houſe 
of Commons, the great repreſentative of the 
people; his voice was loud, and his heart warm, 
in defence of vigorous and patriotic meaſures : 
his eloquence was irreſiſtible as that of Pericles, 
when he thundered and lightened i in Athens; 
the nation felt it, their own hearts agreed with 
the vigour of his ſentiments, and their own 
judgement applauded. the force and ſpirit of his 
reſolutions, and the dignity and propriety of his 
proceedings; the voice of the public was loud, 
they all called on him as their deliverer; in this 
ſtate, where Monarchy. is only the haſis, and 
ſupports the building of a more enlarged go- 
vernment, the voice of the public muſt be re. 
garded; he was raiſed into power by an al- 
moſt univerſal conſent, tho? oppoſed by malig- 
nant infinuations and the want of his ſovereign” S 
| affections. | MA 
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MEASURES were then adopted inconſiſlens 


with his ſentiments, all his deſigns were thwarted, 
and he ſoon reſigned. The nation again roſe 
up as one man, and in 1758 replaced him in his 


former office. From this period we ene date 


the — of Mr. Fitt. e 48 


Lr us take a view my dear Le Sei gnelay, of 


his ſubſequent conduct. The government, on 
his admiſſion, was weak, lax, and diſunited , 


the ſpirit of party prevailed, and all liberal 20 
public motives were drowned in the gulph of 
private intereſt. Under him the face oſ affairs 
was ſoon changed, unhappily for Verſailles. — 
The nation was unanimous ; ſupplies were 


ganted freely, and expended with a ſpirit tem- 


pered with ceconomy ; the military ardour was 
revived ; Goree and Senegal changed their maſ. 


ters; merit was promoted; Wolfe was ſent to 


Quebec, and Canada fell Amherſt ſucceeded 
the Scotch North-American generals, and the 


Fontinent was reduced; our Guadaloupe was 


reduced 
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„„ 
reduced; our coaſts were alarmed; our har- 
bours deſtroyed 3 ; our trade ruined ;" du Queſne | 
and de La Clue were defeated; Coriflans fled 
into the Villaine, to eſcape the enemy whom ke 

had often threatened ; and our ſettlements in the 
Eaſt· Indies were annihilated <- All Europe Took: 
1 ed on us and ſmiled with contempt — Oh1 de 
1 Seignelay, where were then' Richlieu and Maza- 
rin, Were were Louvois and Colbert? Where 
were the Turennes; the Conde! 8, the Luxem- 
burgs and the Catinats of former times; or whil. 


' 7 7 


ther were fled the guardi an genius of our coun- 
try, and the ſpirits of our anceſtors ? they re- 
garded us not, 'they left us to the diſtaff of 4 
woman, and che truncheons of Richlieu, Sou. 
diſe and Contades --- The thought torments me 
and ] am not maſter WRT rape” B 066th | 


* «. La | 


I 7 7 
e 1 1 P 8 
8 8 I — OM EW oe ad 5 98 8 oh r 
. : 1 
4 8 EF 


THz nation was thus powerful and happy 
when the good old king died; the debt was 
paid to Nature at the moſt ſeaſonable time; in 
1 | the height of human proſperity; all his ſubjects 
F | mourned for him as ſons for their father, and 
= = =: © Could 
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could be conſoled only by their expectations from 
bis ſueceſſor; from him they hoped a continu- 
ance of the ſame meaſures, and a proſecution of 
the ſame vigorous efforts. --» They were not diſc 
appointed; the monarch was . unprejudiced, 
and Pitt was ſtill in power: their fleets are ſtill 
employed, and their commerce ſtill flouriſhes ; 
our prames are become their objects of ridicule, 
and they imile at our invaſions: on our very 
coaſt they have planted their ſtandards, and in- 
 tercept all the trade of Biſcay, from Uſhant to 
Bourdeaux, from their iſland of Belle-ile. Suc- 
ceſs ſtill attends them in every enterprize, and 
we are now. obliged to ſue for a peate, perhaps 
not morefavourable to us than the moſt ruinous 
war; theſe are the events which followed this 
man's admiſſion, and which that alone could * 
produced. 


Piry us my friend who are reduced to the 
low, ſervile practices of chicanery,; pitty us who 
are here appointed to watch the whimſies of diſ 


; e bn to ſeize the proper pr. u- 
nity 


ww „ 


4 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


( tu ) 
tity of fedu8tion and the ſeaſon forinfuling the 
ſpirit of diſcord into the cabinet in private life 
ve deſpiſe theſe arts of meanneſs, ſed _ * 
quid non e 1 
I 
: Ovn: aides point Wn ny: a 
proaches are regular, and our mines undiſco- 
vered ; our political engineer purſues the great 
faith on the aſs laden with gold; you remember 
the line of the oracle to that enemy of Demoſ- 
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Ir is a miſerable conſolation to us at the ex- 
pence of human nature, that corruption is not 
found in our France alone; it is not uncommon 
in this nation of Philoſophers as Monteſquieu 
and Voltaire affect to call them; Rochefoucaulr 
is the real judge of human nature, when he main- 
tains the almoſt univerſal depravity of mankind. 


Ys . it 


« m2 0 
— It is a wortifying confeſſion my dear 00M, 
Hut lincerity * it. 

Iv my next letter you may expect to hear 
ſomething more of our juggling negotiation, and 
the progreſs of our attacks on the Engliſh Oſ- 
lando -- Oh for ſome Urganda with the magic 
of inſinuation to aſſiſt us in his deſtruction l the 
wand of an enchantreſs has often ſucceeded where 
the ſpear of the knight was of no effect! when 
both co-· operate ſurely they cenndt be reſiſ- 


os 


ted! © th, "$0.14 
1 


Adieu my dear count, pity the p6or drudge, 
half: ſecretary and half. N 
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LETTER Wy, 

A N 7 EK. are told from Verſailles that « our nog. 
tiation advances: very: ſlowly, and we do 

nothing. — Judge of us my friend not by the 


6 
© 


impatience of the ignorant or ill-informed, who 


expect the completion of their wiſhes in a moment 
and foreſee no difficulties. — Judge of us by our 


eee are indeed wonderful and me- 


rit ſucceſs. n the event * our Juſti- 
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1% day has often viſited: the orator, bun 5 
dive into his deſigns; he is always laconic and 
ſententious, peremptory in his demands, and 
obſtinately determined ! againſt any relaxation 
he talks of our monareh as humbled into ſub: 


miſſion and requitts eonceſſions proportioned to 


the preſent ſtate of our nation; ſurely he forgets 
that we are the people over whom Louis le Grand 
once ruled; that Louis who refuſed to comply 


. 555 antgracefen demands and preferred a tomb 
en under 


1 


under the ruins of his throne to any infamous 


humiliation. --- Louis le Grand was then our mo. 
red, de Scignelay, 


tum; where theſe iſlanders got this ſtyle of impe- 
riouſneſs may to you ſeem a wonder, but we 


know whefice-it proceeds: our king i is not well 


treated by this democratic ſtateſman : he draws 
2 cirele rbund him, like the Roman embaſſador 
in Ægypt, and inſiſts on a catagorical anſwer 
before he paſſes the circumference --- does Mon- 
fieur Stanley ſupport theſe ultimatums with equal 
haughtineſs, or is the 40pple weakened | by 
N ON 1 tk 


Sip dire 92 m us 2 ceſſion of Goree and 
Senegal, and an almoſt utter extinction of our 
Affican trade : on bem we muſt depend for our 


gum and out flaves l without zheir aſſiſtance, St. 


lie uncuhivated, and our colonies are to riſe or 


_ — their conſtruction of our baro- 


meter: 
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meter: we inſiſt on one of them as it isimpoſi+ - 
ble to obtain both, and by that demand propoſt 
to deftat all their intentions ·— the inland trade 


of Africa will lie equally open to us if we have 
Goree, and we entirely command the ſea· coaſt ; 
Senegal is a wide defenceleſs river, and they can 


never exchude us from a participation of its bene- 
fits, without adhering to their preſent reſolution; 
if we can ſhake them in this e gory ws 
flave coalts lie open to us. 
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| Many difficulties are /fartatabourths neutral 
illands in the Weſt-Indies, of which they require 
an exact and equal partition ; they have claims 
to St. Lucia as once in their poſſeſſion, ſettled at 
a great expence by the duke of Montague, and 
ungenerauſly and unjuſtly wreſted-from him by 
the power of France; the ſupine inattention and 
perhaps the corruption of the miniſtry at that 
time, prevented any notice being taken of this 


- inſult; now they think it a proper time to re · aſ⸗ 


ſert their claims and exclude St. Lucia from tke 


number of the neutral iſlands. --- They will kow- 


ever 


4 
ever relax in this point, and conſent to a diviſion 
if St. Lucia become one of their ſhare; they re- 1 
guad it, and juſtly, as of the utmoſt importance 

| for its harbour and ſituation ; as it lies to the 
| windward of all our ſettlements, they could ruin 
our trade and make deſcents on our plantation 
with the utmoſt ſecurity; the port is one of the 
beſt in the American ſeas, and the land remark- 
ably proper for the production of all Weſt- India 
commodities — Oh that we could lead them 
blindfold to draw lots, that we could turn their t 
backs on St. Lucia, and lay een pci on St. 5 
Vincent and et. 


A word or two comming allies --- would ou 
| dies that there are uch words ſtill exiſting, as 
National honour, and | publick engagements ? 
they are here however in vogue, and their hero 
of Pruſſia, muſt not be deſerted one would 1; 
think this Pitt imagined honeſty as neceſſary i inn 
the high affairs of the world as in domeſtic life, F 


furely Mentor in Telemachus has perſuaded bim 
that 
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66 
that national intergęſt is not incompatible with na- 
tional fidelity; on this foundation however we 
are to proceed to his ruin, and happy be our ar- 
chitecture ! 


In the year 1757, when Pitt firſt became ſe. 
cretary of ſtate, he oppoſed a continental war 
with all his influence — the nation was then weak 
and dejected — there was then a neceſſity of other 


employment for the national troops of Britain — 
Britiſh meaſures, he thought might be purſued 
without any connection with foreign objects, 
and America might be reduced tho* Hanover 
ſhould ſuffer. — This he ſaid, and this he thought; 
Fe ſpoke ſlightingly of former continental 
treaties --- argued againſt thoſe miniſters who 
had lately contracted engagements with Ruſſia 
and other powers. Thus he argued but he pre- 


vailed not his ſovereign was not his friend - 
his ſovereign loved Hanover -- and Pitt re- 
ſigned: 


: Ou 
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Arxrx the utmoſt teſtimonies of publick gra- 
titude, Pitt was again exalted into power by the 
wiſhes of the people ; he found himſelf almoſt 

alone, unſupported by any intereſt in the coun- 
cil but that which aroſe from his -integrity and 
abilities. All his fellow · counſellors unanimous 
in cheriſhing the kings natural regard to his own 
country, and refuſing to co-operate with him | 
on any other terms — the French he ſaw formi- 
dable in the empire unleſs checked by the inter- | 
poſition of Britain --- he conſidered that Hanover, | 
under the power of France, would in any future 
peace outweigh all his conqueſts, and that to 
obtain a ceſſion of theſe woods of lower Saxony, 
Canada and Cape · Breton muſt return to our obe- 
dience if his deſigns againſt them ſhould be 
crowned by ſucceſs --- the nation was then loud 
ia their encomiums of the king of Pruſſia; they 
conſidered him as the only prince by whoſe alli- 
ance they could repreſs the pride of France on ; 

the Continent, and divert her attention to the . l 

plains of Weſtphalia from objects of far greater 1 | 
importance; 
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1 importance. 4 - This they regarded as aſecondary 


plan of policy, as the great epiſode in the epic 
of the war, which muſt eſſentially promote the 
conduct of the whole. Mt. Pitt yielded to bis 
ſovereign --- to the council --- and to the people 
the parliament approved his proceedings, and 


the duke of Marlborough was ſent at * n 


of Britiſh "_ into Germany. 


For You hate; my dear count, the nature of courts 
and the various ſprings of their diviſions; among 
us they often ariſe from perſonal piques or private 


* 


animoſities 3 here, they are more generally the 


conſequence of difference of opinion in public 
- meaſures, or of oppoſite ideas of government 
: from theſe cauſes there has been an almoſt perpe- 


9 


tual contention between the Wigs and Tories of 


England : "Mr. Pitt, as a whig, was ever ſuſpi. 


cious of the principles of the Tories; he dread- 


ed their attachment to deſpotiſm, he ſupported 


the preſent eſtabliſhed form of government, and 


aſſerted the liberties of the people: yet was he 
not the dupe of any party; when a whig miniſtry 
| debaſed 
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debaſed the ſpirit and exhauſted the ſtrength of 


the people, he joined in a vigorous oppoſition 


in the very infancy of his political life: as he | 


was conſcious that the love of his country ſhould 
'be his predominant principle, he regarded not 
names, he oppoſed pernicious counſels however 
ſanctified, he became the terror of corrupt miniſ- 
ters however ſupported, — Walpole and F--x 
were at different times the juſt objects of his re- 
ſentment · thus he became beloved by the un- 


prejudiced and honeſt part of the nation, thoꝰ ha- 


ted and reviled by the diſnoneſt and abandoned 


of all parties, and chiefly: by the tories. 
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Yer; ſuch is the force of conviction, theſe 


very tories joined him in applauding this connec- 
tion with Germany (as affairs were then circum- 
ſtanced) and promoted with all their vigour the 
treaty with Pruſſia; they united in all his views; 
and ſeemed, in their purſuit of honeſt and uſeful 
' meaſures, to have dropt the ſpirit of a faction, 
and once to have become patriots and real lovers 
of their country. 


Horact | 


1 ) 
Hon AcE, who was our favourite on the banks 
of the Loire, when we little thought of politics, 


ſays, there is a bent in the natural diſpoſition 


which cannot be overcome, Naturam expellas 


furca licet tamen uſque rerurret; the embers of 


diſcontent and diſcord may be ſmothered: for a 
time; parties may grow cool and loſe the heat 


of their former principles, and Tories may be- 


come patriots; but the ſparks muſt ſoon again 
revive; Oh! Why have we breath but to co blow 
14 
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War money could do has been done au- 


thors have written for us and, ſenators declaimed 


dies have ſpoken in our favour — continental 
connections on any account have been decried; 
the orator's motives in this point miſrepreſented; 

the king of Pruſſia vilified; the expences of this 


nation have been exaggerated and its credit and 
commerce leſſened by the whiſpers'of our emiſſa- 
ries; our trade flouriſhing and our reſources in- 
| nn the terrors of Spain have been raiſed 
aloft 


K J 
aloft to their view; bug-bears have been diſcos 


vered, and chimœras have vomited fire; Buſſy 


has indeed been a Proteus and all of us little 
FHarlequins; I myſelf have aſſumed a greater va- 
riety of diſguiſes than that wooden- ſworded chief 
in his flight with the fair Colombine. 


Wx have made almoſt a complete conqueſt of 
one part of the iſland; it eaſily ſurrendered, be- 


ng ſo cloſely connected with the enemy of Mr. 


Pitt by this epithet you may imagine 1 diſtin- 
guiſh Mr. F--x 


luſtrious meteor has taken poſſeſſion of that emi- 


nence of oppolition, and, like his native Aurora 
borealis, darts his propitious radiations on the 


South of the Hemiſphere, be it our endeavour to 


direct them on us with a more preplingly friendly 
luſtre! 


Would you belieye that in the midſt of a treaty 
of peace the preparations for war are not here 


far from it --- a more il- 


preparing to purſue the war by deſtroying the 


remnanc 


| 
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„ 
remnant of our poor colonies : I fear for our 
Martinique as I know it to be long the object of 
the miniſter's attention; I dread any of thoſe 
North American conquerors, who ſaw the brave 
Wolfe fall, and purſued the plan he had efta- 
bliſned; ſurely the conquerors of Quebec would 
not ſhudder at the walls of St. Pierre! 


You were at Rochfort when that Wolfe firſt 
ſignalized himſelf; you remember his intrepidi- 
ty at Aix, and his polite humanity to my brother 
who became his priſoner. --- Aſſure yourſelf that 

the ideas we then conceived of him were not ill- 
founded; his ſubſequent conduct juſtified our 
opinion, and the gratitude of the Engliſſi was 
juſtly his due: they call him their Gaſton: de 
Foix and Epaminondas; the latter is indeed more 
peculiarly a well- adapted name, as to the quali. 
ties of a great ſoldier and commander, he added 
thoſe of a man of letters and of virtue; he no 
leſs reſembled the Theban in his life than in his 
death had the young Count de Giſons 


„ 
led, we. might among us have ſeen fuch 2 
man. 


Why does Madam de Ternay ridicule the 
publick diverſions of England? Were ſhe here 
ſhe would, I am convinced, become a convert, 
and, if ſhe underſtood the language, prefer 


Shakeſpeare to Corneille, and Garrick to Baron ; 
ſhe would here find a Brent not inferior to the 


Florentine, and her beloved Naples rivaled by 
the muſick of an'Engliſh Oratorio: a German 
has indeed done more- here than Lully could in 
our orcheſtras. 


Mapa de Ternay once talked of a frolick 


in a man's habit, and riding poſt to Rome to ſee 
the Jubilee; I now give her encouragement ; 
let her aſſume the dreſs and courage of that boi- 
ſterous ſex and ramble hither under the cover of 
the law of nations; ſnhe will then be a more ac- 


curate obſerver of the diverſions and letters of 
this great kingdom, and an adept in ĩts politicks; 


P a alſo from ſelf-intereſt mixed 1 2 
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motives; my own anxieties would be leſſened ; my 
Joys heigthenedand improved, and France perhaps 
reap no inconſiderable advantage: have not the 


ladies the chief direction in affairs of ſtate? are 


they not all endowed with a natural eloquence, 
ſuperior to all artificial caſuiſtry ? Might not 
fine eyes ſtrike where gold itſelf has no influence 
and is not Madame de an a greater politician 
than de Buſſy or La V ? let her try the 


adventure and J will inſure the ſucceſs. 


I was laſt week at a meeting of the Society of 


Arts, about which Mademoiſelle de Gournay 


is ſo inquiſitive ; there were paintings, which 
even in her eye, would appear not deſpicable ; 
Portraits of great merit, hiſtory: pieces in their 
infancy ; Landſcape in no ſmall perfection from 
the hands of the Smiths of Suſſex; you remem- 
'ber the Carraccis ; theſe brothers have not their 
eminence but they have great merit, and may 
riſe by the influence of ſuch public encourage- 
ment. We have often wondered why there ſhould 
be a Roman, Venetian, Lombard, a Flemiſh 
os | and 


660 
and 2 French ſchool, and never an-Engliſh ; the 
want of encouragement ſeemed the obſtacle, 
and, as that is now removed, may we not dread 
a rivalſhip? I am jealous of the hondour of my 
country, and fear the fate of Le Brun and Pouſ- 
ſin, when oppoſed to ſome future Engliſnman 


with a Gothic name. 


Tus ſociety confines not it's attention to the 
fine arts; whatever lies within the circle of arts, 
commerce and manufactures, becomes an ob- 
Jet of their cognizance; the invention of a rud- 
der on a new principle, or a more convenient drill- 
plough, is the ſubject of many a debate; the 
peers of the kingdom are now intereſted in theſs 
uſeful matters; they neglect Newmarket and 
become members of this publick-ſpirited inſtitu- 
tion; the Royal Society is almoſt forgotten in 
theſe points, and confines its ſage reſearches to 
the ruſt of a medal, the wing of a papilion, or 
the branches of a Corralline. --- Too much ſimi- 
lar to this, my dear Count, is our Royal Aca- 
Rs. x: 

| Having 
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Havyine been fo many years in England in 
my very early youth, I can at will become, in 

manners and language, almoſt an Engliſhman 5 
my friends at Orleans would not know me were 
1 to appear among them in my preſent figure 
ſo much am I changed from the gay, the giddy 
La v: how then can Mademoiſelle ima- 
gine I remember the Muſes or dream of the was 
ters of Helicon, in a climate ſo remote from the 
fount of inſpiration'? I am become a porer over 
gazettes, and not an aſſociate to poets--- Rouſſeau 
lives not in London --- and Voltaire is in Gene. 
va, or among the vineyards of Burgundy ; why 
then ſhould I affociate with poets ? | 


Yer have 1 heard of ſome here, and read the 

works of others not unworthy of her attention; if T 

could tranſlate TEIL EASURESOr IMAGINATION, 

ſhe ſhould have ic to prepoſſeſs her in favour of 

Engliſh poetry and philoſophy ; the odes of this 

great man, Akenſide, are in the genuine ſpirit of 
Pindar, full of publick zeal, energy and ſublimi- 


ty; Alceus ſeems however to have been more 
5 his 


. by 
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his model, nor does the modern yield to that * 
my of Tyrants in his love of liberty. — I have 
ſent you the Elegy tranſlated by my friend de 
Courteille; but how unlike the ſolemn plaintive- 


neſs, the ſenſible moral melancholy of the origi- 
nal! My good friend is not indeed equal to | 
Gray. --- I have ſeen the ſcourge of the theatres, 
of whom you muſt have heard ſome ſtrange re- 
lations : as a ſon of the church he has been per- 
ſecuted for ſtraying beyond the pale of the inclo- 
ſure; may not a man ſmile, de Seignelay, with 
a black gown, or talk of a player without devi- 
ating from a purity of morals ? he has indeed 
been at too much trouble in transfixing the poor 
flies, who would ſo ſoon have periſhed, deſpiſed 
and neglected real dramatic writers are of late 
unuſual, but we have here play-wrights in abun- 
dance ; the Engliſh can indeed boaſt of no Mo- 


liere.— read to you the Engliſh orphan of 
China, when laſt we ſpent a ſummer in Picardie; 
we then conceived no mean idea of the author; 
ſince that, my dear count, he is become a writer 
of Nur farces. 
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| Wr expect every day couriers from Madrid 
with diſpatches from the Italian miniſter ; if we 


prevail on him to inſiſt on being included in the 
freaty with us, we ſhall rouſe the ſpirit of Pitt, 
who will undoubtedly reject the intruſion as an 


inſult — Spain is arrogant and is jealous of En- 
gland ; we ſhall ſoon break their union and ſe- 
eure to ourſelves the ſtrength of other forces and 
the aſſiſtance of other Indies. | 


Adieu, my dear count, you now receive a 
long letter of politicks, painting, poetry and 
nonſenſe ; pardon the whimſies of a man who 
lives under an atmoſphere, which ſenſibly ' vas 
ries every day, and muſt, conſequently” affect the 
judgment and imagination. Adieu again my 
dear Count, you ſhall ſoon hear from 


LETTER 
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E have heard from the Dons of Madrid, 

who ſtand on the tiptoe to look down 
on England: the mighty Spado is out and ſhall 

not the iſlanders tremble ? the breath of their | 
noſtrils is terrible, as Job ſays of the war-horſe, 
and their neck is clothed with thunder, ah | 


- JesTING apart, we have lately preſented | 
their memorial ſtamped with our name; their de- 
demands are ſurely exorbitant; the reſtitution 
of many of their ſhips taken in an illegal com- 
merce; a privilege to fiſh on the coaſts of New- 
foͤundland, the Sanctum Sanctorum of the En- 
gliſh, which ſhould never be violated, and to 
which they can have no ſort of claim; and the 
entire demolition of the Britiſh ſettlements in the 
bay of Honduras; theſe are the chief articles, | 
uſhered in by many rhodomontades, to which 
they expect a ſpeedy, unconditional a gree - 


ment. | | | 


How - 
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How blank would our good couſin, brother 
and ally Don Carlos have looked had he beheld 
the countenance of Pitt, when theſe modeſt pro- 
poſals were preſented; in ſpirit and haughtineſs 
he was higher than the Spaniard ; he bullied our 
little miniſter, and returned the memorial as 
inadmiſſible. 


In conſequence of this the breach has been 
widened between London and Madrid ; theearl 
of Briſtol] has remonſtrated, and been anſwered 
with imperiouſneſs and arrogance; this inflames 
the ſoul of Pitt, who delares that the Tower of 
London ſhall be taken, ſword in hand, before 
Britain ſhall ſtoop to the pride of Spain. 


The compact is however. an the Tapis-which 
may lower the creſt of this Amadis, and damp 
the ardour of his countrymen ; an excluſion from 
the ports of Spain and Naples on an equal 
footing, muſt hurt their commerce and propor- 
tionably extend that of the high · contracting 
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parties; the houſe of Auſtria muſt fron Field 


under the preſſure of ſuch a weight, and the 


ballance of power become an ignis fatuus in 


politics, a mere ens rationis : this ſtroke may 


at length eſtabliſh that noble plan of empire ſq 
long ſighed after by qur Cardinals, who will 
look forward with pleaſure to behold the outlines 
of their deſign filled * the colouring of the Duc 
de Choiſeuil. 


| 


As to our own ſituation here, it is not very 


agreeable; we are inſulted by bonfires at our 
doors, and endure many mortifications as French- 
men and Monſieurs; theſe are the appellations 
of the Engliſh for all foreigners, who, in their 
eyes, are very contemptible beings. --- When 
we viſit Mr. Pitt he is cold and abrupt, rejects 
our offers, and ſeems to diſdain our ſuppliant 
aſſiduity: our negociation is almoſt at an end, at 
leaſt with him, whoſe ſuperiority of genius pre- 
vents our ſucceſs: others however we have tried 
and found them not inacceſſible: our old friend 


„ 

Mr. F--x is ſtill faithful and perſiſts in his en 
mity to the Declaimer as he calls him; yet ſure- 
ly he can be of little conſequence to us, as his 
frequent deſertion of every party and his known 
want of every virtue have entirely ſtript him of 
all his importance -- the duke of B---- is con- 
cerned on account of th land- tax, and wiſlies the 
war at an end; this is the richeſt peer in En- | 
gland anda very groteſque character - imagine 
my dear count, a man who has diſplayed nc po- 
lite knowledge but that of a gameſter, no ſenſe 
but in ſaving money, and no judgment but in 
chuſing oxen, imagine ſuch a larva humane fari- | 
ri dubbed with the title of Stateſman, and dig- 
nified as a being of importance - Our chief 

ſtrength lies among the children of Attila, as our 
old pedagogue du Trevier always called the in- 
habitants of the North; at their head is a a chief 
who, like that Attila to the Romans, may per- 
. haps prove a Flagellum dei to the Engliſh ; as 4 
favourite he cantiot be a miniſter, as a Tory he 
promotes our intereſt, as inexperienced/he muſt 
err, and as ignorant in N he muſt blun- 
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der in every ſenſe he is our friend and we 
muſt ſupport him. | 


You have heard ſtrange ſtories, no doubt, of | 
this man's riſe; the voice of Fame has been 
joud and ſhe has been very free of her nether 
trump on this occaſion; for me, I ſuſpend my 
judgement on this point, hoping however, with 
the chearful wiſhes of a good chriſtian, that the 
general report may be well-founded, as the 
ſtrength of favouritiſm ariſing from the influence 
of an artful and abandoned woman, muſt every 
where produce the moſt pernicious conſequences 
France has fallen thus low by the intrigues 
of a woman, and why may not England ? 


Ir Pitt falls ſome may be found faithful to 
their country and determined to ſhare his fate; 
one there is, not a friend of ours my dear counts 
but a friend to his country; not to be ſwayed 
from his duty by an attachment to courts or an 
ambition of honours ; we dread his penetration, 
his 


1 
hi influence; al his integrity ; and have long 


marked Temple in our calendar as one of 
our greateſt enemies. | 


Wr have here a miniſter very high in office, 
tho? generally deemed of very little publick con- 
ſequence ; he eats indeed for the good of his 
country, but his abilities riſe no higher his 
cook is his boſom- friend, and the bench of bi- 
| ſhops are always his gueſts : Apicuis was a Cor- 
| delier and Heliogabalus a Bramin to this bon- 
vivant ſtill we know him incorruptibly honeſt 
and dread his perſonal influence. if we provoke 
him too ſoon : thus does this feather ſtand in 
the way of our deſigns ; and, trifling as he is, 
we ſhall find ſome difficulty in blowing him away. 


Some there are, very patient neutrals in the 
debates of their country; ſome who veer about 
with every gale, and having no principle of their 
own adopt the colour of that intereſt which ſtands 
neareſt --- of this kind there is a man of abilities 
whom we dread and court, we know not yet how 

| . ; 


6 
effectually; I fear Mr. C T --- d diſdains ta 
ſtoop, and become a drudge to meaner abilities. 


sou there are here who once ſhone eminent 
on the theatre of publick buſineſs, but are now, 
dwindled into infignificance ; noble chancellors 
-who tag together miſerable rhimes, in the de- 
cline of age; noble poets without fire or genius 
| who once were called patriots and orators; you 
have heard of the Engliſh Petrarch, as he calls 
himſelf, who is now a tame writer of compli- 
mentary verſes ; you have ſeen Champagne al- 
moſt dead and. vapid, ſtill attempting to ſparkle, 
| and i in the attempt betraying Its 5 * ſoch is 
the ſtare of my good | lord L- — —3 8 
Wat 45 you 0 ak Ae ladies of + and 
the beauties of this court? - The world has 
heard of Lenox and thouſands beſides, whoſe 
names haye travelled fn beyond the Orleanois; 
nature has indeed bleſt them very liberally, but 

they ſeen not to know i it . - they have beauty | 
| Sig 


1 | 
diſgraced by an aukward imitation of us, 
and merit loſt for want of a due cultivation of 
themſelves ; this I ſpeak only in general terms 
the exceptions are many, and a neighbouring 
ifland has given this a true picture of every fe · 
male beauty and every female virtue. You have 
heard this ſummer of the lady I mean, who has 
Hlely been in France for the beneñt of her health 
— Hamilton i is indeed yet without an ene 


Oun court (I call it our court as? am 4 daily 
vilitant) is ſoon to be adorned with the higheſt 
female character; a conſort i is ſought in Germa- 
ny for this young monarch, whoſe many virtues 
render him worthy of every domeſtick « enjoyment 
they at laſt have found one exactly ſuitable, who 
is E ſiſter of Mecklenburg Strelitz. Amiable i in 
her manners and exalted in her ſentiments, ſhe 
muſt render a man of ſenkibility happy i in the 
loweſt ſtation; ſtill more neceſſary as he comes 
to crown the wiſhes of a whole nation, and 
add to the n of the father of his 


People, 


Wir 


r — — os Sree 


3 


8 £8) 


W. TH all * inconveniences of a variable 955 
the ſummer in England is not diſagreeable; 


there is a ſprightlineſs in the verdure of the fields 


and an opulence in the cultivation of the coun- 
try, not often obſervable in France; I have been 
for ſome time on an excurſion to Windſor and 
the villages on the banks of the Thames. --- 


Come hither my dear de Seignelay, you ſhall 


look with pleaſure from the ſummit of Rich- 
mond, and think of the Roman Freſcati --- you 
{hall wander among the groves of your favourite 


Pope --- you know him not thoroughly by the 


wretched tranſlation of the eſſay on man; come 

hither, learn the language, walk in his grotto, 
and you may then with greater propriety call 
him your favourite; --- Come hither, and from 
the green ſlope of Greenwich you ſhall ſee ſome- 
thing that may give you an idea of the commerce 


of the univerſe come and bring Madam de 


T ernay in her maſculine habiliments Come 
hither both of you, as you love or pity 
LaVo——— — ** 


LETTER 
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Ou dernier effort is at laſt over, and for 


this time we are baffled in our politicks.--- 

Curſe on the day when I ventured my fame int 
the motley buſineſs of an embaſſy, where good 
and ill are ſo ſtrangely jumbled together, and no 
merit or diligence can ſecure ſucceſs. Oh why 
| did you adviſe me de Seignelay, to leave the 

fair banks of my native Loire, for the buſtle of 
intrigue and the 8 commerce of courts 
and corruption ? the exchange was not indeed 
prudent, but I mult bear it, as a reader of Sene- 
ca atid a lover of philoſophy. 

We preſented memorial after memorial, made 
viſit after viſit, and proje&ed ſcheme after 
ſcheme, but all to no purpoſe: this curſed Ar- 
gus has all his eyes open and is deaf to the melo- 
dy of our agent Mercury; all our little attempts 
are defeated, and all our flimſy ſubterfoges ſeen 
- thi”: Newfoundland is not worth half the Hes 
we 
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we have told; we have purchaſed, fiſh by fiſh; 
every cod on the bank, if falſhoods be deemed 
an equivalent. --- What then remains but to ſneak” 
home to Verſailles, creep into the preſence thro? 
the taunts of the courtiers, and implore mercy 
of the marchioneſs ? why do we labour, Ohl de 
Seignelay, or why do we live, when ſuch an one 
is to be 3 of our conduct: ? 


Wnuar were ** labours of the . de 
Torcy at the treaty of Utrecht, compared to the 
difficulties we have utidergone ? and yet be ſac- 
teeded and has written mighty memoirs of his 
own importance: ſurely there is ſome blind chance 
which moves at leaſt the wheel of politics -- na. | 
tural reaſons however may ſolve this problem- 
Oxford and St. John were not like Pitt — they 
kindly aſſiſted our endeavours, they met us more 


than half-way, they were bigotted Tories of the 


deepeſt dye; this nan looks on us as pick. pockets 
who come to pilfer his own fame and ſteal away 


the honour of his Fae this man warcheygys 
. as 


| ( 41 ) e 
as if we were aſſaſſins and ſubjects of the old 
man of the mountain; in tort this man is „ 
genuine big. 1 | 


- 
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We depart med for Dover, and thence 


00 


for our own France : will not the ſhore of Ca- 
lais reproach us, and the very cliffs ridicule our 
contemptible importance? will not every hot⸗ 

headed Picard ſay, laßt war we had hoſtages, laſ 
War ee had bononr and dominion,” now we are 


Fallen and Buſh is our pence-broker z curſe on 
your impatient ſtupidiry ye Picards, ve! know not 
the ſtate of France, ye know not the Engliſh 
orator 3 ; why do ye talk of things above your 
reach, or why do ye torment us in our misfor- 


tunes? O! add- not to the diltes of the ak. 
fitted! ; | 


We have Weter done ſomething and prepa- 
red the way for more fortunate hegociators ; we 
| have ſhaken the great column'of this republick, 
and looſened its foundations: Pitt cannot long 

ſtand my friend, his influence in the council is 


Go . gone, 


ä 
gone, and the Tories have gained the aſcendant , 
what does his eloquence avail againſt ignorance | 
and prejudice, or how can he reaſon when argu- 
ments are not conſidered ? when private affetion 3 


intrudes, how can the public choice be regarded * . 


when F AVOURITISM rears her ſtandard, how few 
are the troops c of PoBL1o ZEAL and UNB1ASSED 1 
Vin rut! did. not the great BxLis An ius fink in 
the e of JUSTINIAN, bowed down by the | 
: weight of ſome court-minion; the ſlave of the em- 
preſs Theodora sluſt, and the muſhroom of her ap- | 
petite ? The world has nothing new, de Seigne- | 
lay ; a dull repetition of the ſame facts, the ſame 
vices and the ſame corruptions ; change but the 
: names and ſome few collateral matters, and mo- 
dern days may be found exactly Amit to thoſe 
of the Roman Legillator. | 


— 
Wr — he. 
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| Dip you ever before, my dear Count, hear 
4 man declaim againſt his own. intereſt ? 3 hate 

Pitt; as a Frenchman I rancorouſiy hate him; 
can 1 avoid however the feelings of a man, can. 


patiently | ſee the merit of ſuch an one neglecksd 
5 N | for 


C 48 } 

for the voice of ſeducing pſeudo-mentors, or the 
inſinuations of female artifice ? can I ſee ſtrength 
of genius pine unſupported, and the loftieſt 
abilities and the moſt unſhaken probity decline 
unregarded ? can I ſee this without ſhuddering 
at the weakneſs of human nature, without wiſh- 
ing myſelf in the land of the Houynhms, the 

new-diſcovered country of the Engliſh Rabelais, 
| wherereaſon is the privilege of horſes and inſtin&t. 
| the only guide of human Yahoos ? ſach af in 
ſtinct were better than perverted reaſon, 1 


We have yeſterday ſeen the grandeur of En- 
gland and the ſolemnity of her antient ceremo- 
nies; we have ſeen the king and his conſort crown- 
ed with the acclamations of thouſandsandthe uni- 
ted ſplendor of the whole nation: I thought of 
the days of Edward the third and Henry the fifth, 
as the peers paſſed before me in the robes of anti- 
ent times thought of the conqueſt of France; 

I ſghed and compared this age with that of our 
Charles VI. and Philip de Valois: I am bo- 


| ** come. 


r 
come ſplenetie my friend; the melancholy ſtats 
of my country intrudes on all my ee . 
embitters all LO ag E 


. * & 


Tus eaotation'of the king of France and 
Navarre is much inferior to that of this iſland- 
king; I ſaw before me all the orders of the ſtate. 
the nobility - the counſellors of the king - 
the judges --- the great officers of the realm---- 
all who could contribute to the grandeur of the 
proceſſion,” and the dignity of the ceremony 
I ſaw the biſhops of this heretick people, as our 
good friend the ahbot of 'Thouars calls them; 
they ſeemed-very. pious,” allowing for their he- 
terodoxy I ſaw the ſolemn act of inveſtiture, 
the ceremony of the feudal ſubmiſſions of ho- 
oy od bn 40 ee meg 8 4 
their * 70 reſs their grlevances A ö 8 
port their conſtitution. This was the puͤrport 
of an oath, which made me tremble at the weight 
af care it laid on the boſom of the Monarch — 
ä . 


685 
of an oath framed by a brave people as a barrier 


agaiaſt the incroachments of arbitrary power - 


when this covenant is broken by their king they 
think their own contracts cancelled, and their 
obligations reſcinded: as the ties of ſocial union 
bind all parties reciprocally, when one evades or 
breaks the knot, the other is no longer reſtrained 
eee Eee eee d 5 


_ Ifaw alſo the female nobility of England, and 

1 ſaw their youthful and amiable queen --- I ſhall 
not attempt to deſcribe them, leſt I become the 
Jeſt of Madame de Ternay --- ſhe has ridiculed 
| me immoderately on my warmth in praiſe of the 
Iriſh dutcheſs; as if beauty v was peculiar to France 
or elegance of air the incommunicable attribute 
08 thoſe who walk i in the Tuilleries --- let us be 
Ry contented my dear count, that our tadies are ſu- 
perior to all others; let us allo w theſe Tranſma- 
tines their pittance of merit, and ſome portion 
5 of our praiſe: 3 5 „„ 2 


af 


| Monſieur 


(6.45: Y: l 
Moiifictr de Revol i 1s juſt come from Paris 
| with ſecret directions; one of us is to remain 
here incognito, to affiſt the progreſs of our de- 
ſign and attend the motions of this court: Mon- 45 
fleur de Buſſy has mentioned me, but 1 am in 
doubt of the honour of the employment. —— the Y 
| ſituation of a ſpy is ſurely not honourable, 
yet what is that of an ambaſſador,” or how have” 
 Grotius, Wicquefort and Puffendorf defined the 
nature of hat office ? > Lam! in doubt my dear 
Count ; ; fall I conſult the good of my country, 
dor. look upon the height of my anceſtors and the 
, 1 15 blood of the Montmorenciès; ? you ſhall ſoon heat 
[ | of my determination, as 1 ſhall immediately ſer + = 
0 for Paris, unleſs my pride be defeated and my 
patriotiſm triumphant --- in the latter caſe 5 
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may fill expect to receive ſome accounts of this 

a country, as you have diſpenſed with the 7 8 

2 art of writing, and the regularity of connection $ 
stin continue to bear with” mytrifting' and i inac- 2 1 


| ctiracy, and remember your 8 (9-5 # 259405 -- 


